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PeTerR LicuTENFELS AND LYNETTE HUNTER

’K. Irace implies that the actor playing Romeo does not have the time to leave
before Capulet Mother arrives, (Irace 87).

¥The actor playing Capulet Mother pointed out that the long rather elabo-
rate dresses that the part would have called for would also have slowed the en-
trance, making Juliet’s arrival more feasible.

USee A. Dessen, “Q1 Romeo and Juliet and Elizabethan Theatrical Vocabulary,”
107-22, for comments on naturalistic expectations of playgoers with “1990s as-

sumptions.”
12See Meredith for details of how the “hellmouth” might function on stage.
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peak the speech, I pray you,” Hamlet tells the player, “trippingly

the tongue; but if you mouth it, as many of your players do, I
as lief the town cryer spoke my lines” (3.2.1-2).! Turning from elocut
to execution, Hamlet continues, “Nor do not saw the air too much w
your hand, thus” (1.4). Most editors girdle “thus” in commas, a typogra
ical hiccup indicating that, here, an action suits the word. For 400 vﬁ.
this moment of textual apnea has guaranteed the play’s modernity by g
turing towards an archaic playing style:

BURBAGE: “thus”
BETTERTON: “thus”
GARRICK: “thus”
KEMBLE: “thus”
KEAN: “thus”
BOOTH: “thus”
BERNHARDT: “thus”
BARRYMORE: “thus”

Gielgud, Olivier, Kline, Fiennes: “thus, thus, thus, thus,” 24 Branagh
infinitum. If it is true, as Tyrone Guthrie claimed, that, “Hamlet is m_sﬂ
going on somewhere,” then in accent variable and gesture indetermin
mo.BaS&mnn a player is always offering a kinetic description of what cc
stitutes precisely too much air sawing (72).

Richard Burbage’s unrecoverable semaphore at “thus” signifies the st
born invisibility of the actors who gave William Shakespeare’s words fi
flesh. Act 3, scene 2 of Hamlet—a scene sufficiently memorable to earn
own shorthand, “The Advice to the Players”—has been many things






